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My very. apad Fas ENDS, 

= Inhabitants of the Pariſh of 
St. MARTIN, Part lying 
in the CITY of NOR. 
CESTEXR, and Part lying 


in the Country of * 
CEs PER. 


Cor 8 the lf Abi of an editing Pa-' 
ee is talen to be Sacred: As the laſt 
and ſolemn Words of a departing 7 
Friend make deep Impreſſion; I hope, d 
Jou will kindly receive, attentively pers 
aſe, and lon org 93 the Tenour, at leaſt, of this ve- JW 5 
ry Ph ain and pract ical Diſcourſe e, deſten'd for general . | 
Uſe and adapted to the meaneft Capacity. I am 
A 2 not 
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Preſſes are a little tos 
r 


e 


0 all Good Patriots, to carry 4 terrille A(t | 
this C onjunttare : In re 4 theſe wtentous and 
unnatural Diviſions at Home, from which ſo much is 
expected by our Enemies Abroad, I think my ſelf in 
Duty bound to ſpeak m he here in one Mord; but 
a Word of Veracity, and Conſcience not perfunctori- 
ty inform'd, Vin. 1 


LES 


"THOSE that are inveſted with Sove- 


reign Powers, by Election, Inheritance, by Ballar, or 
otherwiſe, in any State or Cogntry, if in any tolera- 
ble Degree they anſwer the End- of their Commiſſion, 
are the Miniſters of God. Government is His Or- 
dinance; that is to ſay, His adorable Providence hs 


Welfare of Societies: But after al, tis a meer hu- 
wan Creature as to its Form, and varies throughout 
the whole World. Here, with us, in our. Couſftitu- 
tion, tis undoubtedly in the Power of a Ning or 

geen, in Conjunction with the Eſtates of the Realm 
aſſembled in Parliament, to limit the Sacceffiap of 
the Crown, eſpecially in ſuch Exigencies as we were 
under, when our Religion, ¶ mean the Church of 
England) our Laws, our ſacred and inmmutaþle 
Laws, Liberty, Property, our All was at State: Aud 
it is an apparent Abſurdity and Contradiction, if me 
copſider rightly the Comprehenſion and natural Ex- 
rent of that Power, to ſay otherwiſe, He therein 
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ent in 


made it abſolutely neceſſary for the Conſervation and 
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ier Views, Prepoſſeſſions, conceited or unjuſt Re- 
unments, attempt to ſubvert our preſent legal and 
y Settlement, attempts to render himſelf. guilty, 
WF be be not actually ſo already, of all the Confuſions 

Calamities that the violent Diſſolution of a 
overnment can infer, too great and too numerous 


bie conceiv'd, and tos horrible to be expreſ#d, 


aligion und its Power in his Heart, ſubmits to the 
6 Providence of God, altho* he be under ſome 
W-rples as to Revolutions and Titles; he know that 
Protection and Obedience are reciprocal Duties; he 
ans God for the Quiet be enjoys, altho* ſome Duſt 
6 ſtick in his Eyes, thromn by diſappointed and 
alignant, equivocuting; mercenary Caſuiſts, Sophi- 
gc, and Scribblers; he does not countenance, fo 
ach as by a Smile, thoſe little Emiſſaries, and un- 
ling Iucendiaries, that deſpiſe Dominions, and 
eak Evil of Dignities, thoſe that St. Jude call; 

WE louds without Water, that is, poor empty Phan. 
1s, who make it their whole Merit, and almoſt all 
cir Buſinzſs , io calumniate the Kjng's moſt Ex- 
bent Majeſty, and to arraign His righteous Admi- 


ration, | 


= BUT thn, Good God! Hoy execrable muſt the 
eaſon and Perjury of thoſe . be, hom 
W227 art their Crime, who take folemn Oaths to de- 
the Ring againſt all His Enemies to Day, with 
Piremedituted Intention to take up Arms, and re- 
pc! againſt Him to Morrow? A Prince that has, to 
44 bim for His High Station, all the Regal Ver- 
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AC onſcientions Perſon, who bears a Senſe of 
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Ines har can be deſir d 4 good Subjects or fear i 
by bad Ones. Vertues H, f 


ay 


has exercis'd in the mi q 


advantagious and ſignal Inſtances ever : ſince Hi 
Acceſſion to the Throne, the bare Hiſtory or Recital 
of which would prove a Panegyrick ;, but Hes great 
Praiſe is God's viſible Protection. — 


THIS wu what ] had to offer to candid ani 1 
unprejudic'd Conſideration; and what, I hope, you wil 1 
tale in good Part from him who heartily prays f 
your Peace and Proſperity, in this Life and in tel 


World to come, 


Your Unworthy Paſtor, ® 


But 50 

Moſt Sincere Friend, 
And Bs 
Affectionate Servant, WW 
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Acts XXV. 32. i 


nd now, Brethren, I commend ye 


to God, and to the Word of his 

Grace, which is able to build ye 
up, and to give ye an Inheritance 

among all them which are Sau- 
370) d. 25 
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A IJXCEPT the Lord buld the pf exxvi 
Houſe, they labour in vain that „ 
ML build it, ſays Holy David. * 

RY Were theſe divine Words of the Royal 
= 8 & Prophet deeply imprinted in our Souls, 
SZ the Truth they contain would carry us 
1 Py to implore the Aſſiſtance of God, with- 
ut which we can do nothing, and with which we 
Would ſucceed better in all our Undertakings. Men 
enerally place too much Confidence in the outward 
leans, to which they have recourſe to accompliſh 
eir Deſigns. Experience ſhews us this daily, by 
e ill Succeſs of the moſt able Politicians in tlie 
overament of States, of the moſt excellent and la- 
Porious Merchants in their reſpettive Negociations, of: 


the 
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3 St. Pav 1's Adieu 


to Church but 


vwiſe, upon tho 


ye to God, and to the Word of his Grace, which is able t of 
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the moſt vigilant and careful Parents in the Education 
their Children: But the Example we ſhall now in 
upon, is that of Preachers. Of whom, a. gre 
Part, to create in Men the Love of Truth, imagine 
it is ſufficient to ſhew them the Beauty and Excellene 
2 Vertue, and repreſent the Deformity and dim 
onſequences of Vice: They think their eloquent ani 
lively Diſcourſes; their Exhortations and Remonſtran 
ces, ſupported by decent Action and Geſture, with zl 
ſtrong and harmonious Voice; are enough to make then 
Maſters of Men's Hearts. But ſad Experience ſhew Wl 
how much they ate miſtaken in their Aim: The ve 
ry beſt Sermons are fruitleſs and ineffectual. This Wl 
we own, may. be aſcrib'd to the Corruption and ill 
Diſpoſition of the Hearer's Hearts, who do not come 
by Cuſtom, Curiofity, and -Decency, 


with little or no Inter.tion to be inſtrutted and. ſancti. 
Hd. But Religion informs us, that the ſmall Succeſ 
of the Preaching of the Goſpel is to be charg'd, like 

4 who, being employ'd in this Min-. 
ftry, too frequently omit one of the principal Parts cf 
their Duty; namely, the inſiſting ſufficiently upon the 
Neceflity of Divine Grace. St. Paul, whom we may Wl 
call the Maſter and Model of Preachers, teaches then 
in our Text what they are to do to render their 
Hearer's holy and happy: After he had inſtrutted 
exhorted, comforted and incourag'd the Chriſtians of 
Epheſus, in the Perſon of their Conduttors ; he ſays WM 
to them in our Text, And now, Brethren, I comment Wl 


bald ye up, and to give ye an Inheritance among all then 
which are E r | | 5 

The Diſcourſe, of which this Text is a Part, is o 
of the moſt touching and pathetick Diſcourſes. that Wan 
to be found in the Holy Scripture. The Sacred H. 
ſtorian tells us, that St. Paul, after he had labour WW 
in the Goſpel for many Years in Aſia and Greece, vu 
directed by the Spirit to return to Feruſalem ; — N 
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nothing that was profitable unto you, but have ſhew 


are ſanttifyd. © 


Words, I commend ye to God, and to the Word of his Grace. 
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to the ELDERS of Eenzsu $8" "ap 
upon his Arrival at 2fletw, he ſent for the Elders ef 
the Church of Epheſus; that he reminded them of the 
holy Inſtructions had given them, x 


know, ſays he to them, that I have leyt my 3 


ye; and have taught ye publickly,” and from Houſe to Heuſe. 
Wherefore I take ye to record this Day, that I am 2 _ 

pure from the Blood of all Men; for I haue w wa; 
ſhun d to declare unto ye all the Counſel of Cod. After this, 

de diſcovers to them the great Danger they would ſoon 

be expos d to by Seducers; which he calls grievous 
Wolves, who would ſpeak perverſe Things; to - * 

draw Diſciples after them. For that Reaſon *. 29.285 

he exhorts them to take care of themſelves, and the 
Flock that God had committed to their Charge. 
Therefore, ſays he, watch, and remember that 

by the Space of three Tears I ceaſed not to warn V. 22. 
every one Night and Day with Tears.” After he had fillPd _ 
them with this religious Fear, he comforts'them ; he 
endeayours to infpire them with a holy Confidence, by 
aſſuring them of the Aſſiſtance of God, that would 
never forſake them. And now, Brethren, I commend you 

to God, and to the Word of his Grace, which is able to buld 


you up, and to give you an Inheritance among all them which 


Bor for your better Comprehenſion of all the 
Advantages that are contain'd in this Prayer that we 
now make to God for ye, I purpoſe to do two Things 
in this Diſcourſe. | | 


Firſt, 1 will conſider the Meaning and Intent of theſe 


I x the Second Place, I will examine the Reaſons 
and Ground of this Prayer, which is able to build ye up, 
72 to give you an Inheritance among all them that are ſantti- 
And now, Brethren, I commend you to God. This Ex- 
preſſion is very much usd in the New Teſtament. 
When our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was upon the Croſs, and 
| i | B r 


| 


Hands of His Father: That is ta fay, without doubt, 
that he Pia him to preſer ve his Sul to the glorious: 
Day of his Reſurrection So in the xirth Chapter of 
the Ar WN ee that St. Paul and Banca are com- 


mende coor by theChurch of See That i toſay, 


as St. Lake gx plains it, that the Church made ex | 


dinaty Prayers for them, when che holy Spirit had 


nowoinatechthem to go, and pteaeh the Goſpel in divers 
Parts of the World. - Thus in aur Text, when St. Paul 


fays to the Hlders, and in their Perſon tor the Betievers 


of, Epheſus, 4 command y t Goc, it 14 as much as if he 
Had Qi to them, I bend ay Knees before the Father 
of our Lord.Jefus Chriff ; may it pleaſe God to protect 
and: defend ye always, againſt all yaur Enemies both 
Spiritual and Tempaxal 5 may God confirm ye in his 
Covenant, and finally conduct ye to eternal Life. We 
carmot better explain this general Prayer, I commend yr 
ts God, than by the particular Prayers we find ſo fre- 
quent in St. Pals Epiſ tles. 
Bur how, would the Apoſtle he underſtood, when 
he ſays, I commend you to God, and to the Word: 
of his Grace? The Word of his Grace: Is not that 


the Geſpel? And . how can St. Paul commend. us 


to the Goſpel, as if it were a Perſon able ta. 


Guard, Defend and take Care of us? On the con- 
trary, the Evangelical Doctrine is commended to us, 
it is 3htruſted to us, as a Treaſure that we are to keep 


faithfully to our laſt Breath. To remove this Diffi- 


culty, we muſt underſtand that it is the ordinary Style 


of the Scripture to repreſent Light, Truth, Charity, 
and the Word of God as Perſons, and to attribute 


to them the Qualities, and Actions of Intelligent 


and Rational Beings. Io be convinced of this you 

need but look into the Pſalms of David 
Pſal. xliii. 3. Send out thy Light and thy Truth, ſays thattho- 
| by Man, that they may bring me; and mi a- 


nother Place, Thy Teſtimonies are my Ciunſellur g. 


Secondly, 
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9 the ELDERS of Brfiesus. 3 

—— . Em en ; 
eh, Tos are to, asche that rhe Word) or 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel! Nes: bi 


the dec Meath 


/ At. 


God makes, ule of to convert "and Live Nen I 


Goſpel is the incorruptible Seed of Regtnefa .; „ 
gion, which liveth and dr, for eder. 2 00 1 15 6d = 
aſmuch then as Things. are wotiderfully preſetved 
and ſuſtained by the very ſame Means that gave them 
their Being; it is not without great Reaſon that. St. Paul | 
ſays to the Believers of 'Fpheſis, I commend ye to Goc 
and to. the Word of. his Grace. I fear. nothing, ti 
holy Apoſtle would tay, provided the Goſpel be al; 
ways faithfully preached unto ye, pl. 0 "Col 4. 16. 
vided the Word of Chriſt dwell in you richly ß 
in all Wiſdom. It is by the Preaching of theGolpel o the 
Grace of God, that ye have been'converted from I. ols. 
It is by the ſame Means that you are delive- Af * 
red from the Power of Darkneſs, into his mar- 1 Pet, fl. 9. 
vellous Light. I pray then the living and te 
Cod, that he would confirm yꝶ in this holy State, by 
the Word of his Grace; by the Preaching of the lame 
Goſpel; I ſupplicate him ſo to Act by his Providence 
without, and by the Power of, his Spirit within, th 
this Word may produce in you all the Effects to which 


nis appointed; that all the Examples, all the Motives 
chat it propoſes, may make the deepeſt ae in 


our Hearts, and fill ye with Knowledge and ] for 
e Glory of God, with Love for Piety, wit! Charity 


FA for your Neighbour, and with ſpiritual Prudence, that 


it may effeQually comfort you in your Afflick ions, that. 


tit may be your Guide and your Light in the \Waldernefs 


Y 


of this World, till it introduces you into heaven 


daun, the Manſions'of Felicity and Glory; for indeed 


Souls. . R 3 1 
IN fhort, the Goſpel is called the Word "Big Grace 

of God, becauſe it fully reveals to. us that Grace, and 

that infinite Mercy, that. God has. diſcover'd dene 

Mankind in the New- Covenant; Grace that inclin' 

4 wap | B 2 him 


it is the Word of the Goſpel oily that can ſave your 
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him to ſend his Son into the World to redeem us by 
his moſt precious Blood; Grace that calls us into 
Communion with him , while we deſerve the moſt 
terrible Effects of his Vengeance; Grace which forgives 
our Sins; Grace which regenerates and imparts ſuper. 
natural Aſſiſtance to ſanctify us for the future; Grace 
which promiſeth us Salvation and eternal Life. It 
is to this Grace of God that St. Paul here recommends 


the Believers, I commend ye to God, and to the Word of his 


Grace, 
Tuls Petition thus explain'd, manifeſtly ſup 
theſe two important Truths ; Firſt, That we all ſtand 
in need of the continual. Aſſiſtance of the Grace of 
God in the Work of our Salvation ; and that without 


it, all the Preaching, all the Advertiſements, all the 


Remonſtrances, in a Word, all the Care and Vigilance 
of Paſtors muſt be abſolutely vain and inſignificant. 

Taz Second Truth which this Petition of the Apoſtle 
ſuppoſes, is That to operate our Salvation, God does 


not act upon our Souls by Inſpirations, by extraordi- 


nary Illuminations, by Viſions, by prophetical Revela- 
tions; he always makes uſe of the Miniſtry of his 
Word, of Reaſons, and Motives that the Goſpel con- 
tains, and which are proper to produce Faith in our 
Hearts, and lead us to Repentance. This Good God 
renders us attentive to the holy Truths which his Word 
teacheth us, and opens our Hearts that we may receive 
them with the Obedience of Faith. | 


I ſhall not ſtay to prove this Doctrine at large, and 
to refute the pernicious Error of Fanaticks, properly fo 


calbd, who ſpeak of the Word of God as a dead Let- 
ter, and of no Effect, upon a Pretence that Believers 
are under the perpetual and immediate Conduct of the 
holy Spirit. This Error is ſo groſs, that the leaff 
Knowledge of Religion is enough to reſtrain us from 
giving into it. 8 | | 
Bor there a much more dangerous Error againſt 
which we ought to guard our ſelyes very carefully : 115 


poſes 


| to the ELDERS of EPpHMzsUs. 
Wt which denies the Neceſſity of Grace, and ſuper- 
tural Afiftance to do well, or to perſevere in Ver- 
Wc. The Spirit of Man is naturally full of Pride; is 
WW lous of its Liberty and Independence; and cannot 
ar this hnmbling Doctrine, which ſuppoſes that we 
e iudebted to God for all the good Motions that we 
oe, for all the Victories that we gain over our ſimful 
mons and Inclinations; in a Word, for all the Pro- 
es we make in Piety. We arg oblig'd then to infiſt 
on this Subject, and ſtrenuouſly to eftabliſh this C- 
=: 7h of Chriſtianity. 111 3023 
l prove it firſt of al by expreſs Paſſages of Holy Scrip- 
ee. St. paul, to reform the Diſſentions and ſcandalous 
= rtialities that were in the Church of Cormth, in re- 
eg to the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts that had preach'd 
e Word of God to them, ſays, Who is _ _ 
WE ul, 1:4 who in Apollos, but Miniſters by whom —_— . 
believed, even as the Lord gave to every Aan? 1 
vc planted, and Apollos watered but God gave the 
| creaſe. So then, neither is he that planteth any thing, 
cr he that watereth ;, but God that giveth the Jncreaſe. 
o which he adds theſe excellent Words, Te are God's 
= :bn:dry ; ye are God's Building. Could St. Paul aſſert 
ore clearly, that the Miniſters of the Goſpel are but 
ctruments in the Hand of the Lord, and that all their 
abours will be uſeleſs without his conſtant Aſſiſtance, 
ichout a particular Bleſſing from Above? It would 
very eaſy to collect a Multitude of Paſſages in Scrip- 


as to arother Proof of it, taken from the Prayers of 
1 Hang Saints, poth of the Old and the New Teſtament: 
bey all unanimouſly ſay, Forſate me not, O p. ut: 


a any evil Thing. Keep thy Servant from pre- &c. xix. 
-:pt:-045 Sint, O Lord. Give me Underſtanding, 13, Kc. 
44 [bu keep thy Law. Lord increaſe our Faith. Do 
ct theſe Expreſſions ſufficiently ſhew , that all the. 
R Efficacy 


re, which eftabliſh this Truth. But to be ſhort, I: - 


4 ey the Door of my Lips. Incline not my Heart cxli. 3, 4, 
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Efficacy of external Means, that are appointed til 
fanftify us, depend abſolutely upon the Affiſtance ans 
Benediction of God ? SENG 2:12 — 
Ix the Third Place, the Prayers and Supplications Wl 
which: the Apoſtles ſo frequently make, and with o 
much fervour, for the Believers'to whom they write, 
invincibly prove the ſame Thing. Thoſe Holy Men 
| given the moſt pathetick and touching Exhorta. 
tions, having us'd the moſt prevalent and efficacious 
Motives to carry Chriftians to Sanctity, do often inttx- 
rupt their Diſcourſe, and conclude their Epiſtles with 
6 * theſe remarkable Words; Vr pray altvays to 
Ld - God fur ye, that our God would coun ye worthy 
f this Calling, and fulfil all the good Pleaſure of 
Ins. Goodneſs, and the Work of Faith with Power, that he 
would tomfort your Hearts, and ſtabliſh you in 
Hed, ai; every good Word and Work, working 2 = that 
wyhich is well pleaſing in his Sight. x 
Tux Apoftles return Thanks to God continually 
for the Faith, the Patience, and the Charity that the 
Chriſtians made appear in the Conduct of their Life. 
But why theſe Prayers ſo ardent ; why theſe Thankf- 
givings ſo often-reiterated, if Man be indebted to no- 
thing but himſelf, to his own Reflections, and the good 
Uſe of his Liberty? If theſe external Means are fuf- 
ficient to confirm him in Goodneſs, to perfect his 
Sanctity, and to lead him to Salvation? | 
I add, That the Senſe of our Weakneſs, the Con- 
ſideration of our Spiritual Enemies, and our on Ex- 
perience, may convince us of the Truth that St. Paul 
teaches us to Day. I ſay the Senſe bf our Weakneſs: 
We are naturally difpos'd to Evil: We love the World, 
and the Things of the World. And altho? the Grace 
of God has put us in a Condition to act well, our Faith 
is very defective ſtill, our Charity imperfect; dur Af- 
fections are ſo much bent upon this Earth; the Duties 
of Piety ſeem to us to be ſo difficult: and uneaſy of 
Practice; the Promiſes of Chriſtianity make ſo little 
83 ; Impreſſion 
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to the ELDERS of Eymzsus 9 
preſſion. on our Souls, that if God does not take us 
the Hand continually, our Fall and Perdition are 

Pevitable. Beſides which, we have a great Number | 
potent, cunning and treacherous Enemies, that lay 
nares for us every where; Snares, the more to be 
ar'd, becauſe they are inviſible, becauſe it is al moſt 
Wn poffible-to perceive them. The Devil wheels round 
a inceſſantly - He attacks us in a: thouſand different 
nces, eſpecially in thoſe that are weak and ill. guard- 

d; and he never ſleeps, is never idle. From another 

Wide, che World daily lays before us an infinite Num- 

Per of bad Examples to inflame our Lufts : One white it 

for drawing us by preſenting its invenom'd Delights, 

Ss deluſive Allurements and falſe Joys; another while 

t endeavours to affright us by its Perſecutions and 
iolences. Laſtly, our Fleſh, our wretched Fleſh in- 

effantly Wars againſt our Souls: It is extreamly a- 

erſe to Suffering; it loves Pleaſure even- to Exceſs; 
ind almoſt always ſollicites to Evil. And can we reſiſt 
o many and violent Temptations, if God does not 

ndue us with Courage and Strength, and cover us with 

he Buckler of his Protection? Accordingly Jeſus Chriſt 

orders us to fay to God every Day, Lead us not into 
emptation; but deliver us from Evil. dab 

Laſtly, Ovx own Experience ought to give us the 

inſhing Conviction of this Truth. Is it not certain, 
that when you have pray'd to God; when you have 
{upplicated him with Humility, with Fervour and with 
Tears, for the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, you have 
found your ſelves filPd with Strength; elevated above 
the Things of the World; and in a Condition to re- 
pel, to quench the-fiery Darts of the evil One? On 
the contrary, Have ye not known, that when you have 
neglefted the holy Exerciſe of Prayer, the Truths'of 
Religion make but little Impreffion on your Hearts, 
Fiety languiſhes, Charity cools, Patience tires; you 
are deſtitute of all Strength, and the leaſt Tempta- 
tion is enough to make you fall into Sin? St. Park 
- was 
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was well vers'd in all theſe Conſiderations, when 
ſaid to the Believers of - Epheſus, I commend you to G 
and to the Mord of his Grace. i or 
Boer whereas all our Prayers would be uſeleſ, i 
we had to do with a weak and impotent God, like th 
falſe Gods of the Pagans ; the Apoſtle ſhews in the 
Sequel, that our God is moſt capable of affording wil 
the ſupernatural Aſſiſtance of which we ſtand in co 
tinual Need; Which is able, ſays he, to build ye 4, al 
to give ye an Inheritance among all them which are ſanctiſyd. il 
Ir appears that St. Paul was for Comforting thi 
Faithful, who were extreamly afflicted at his Departure 
from them, and eſpecially becauſe he had ſaid to then 
they ſhould fee his Face no more, and that they 
ſhould be expos'd to very great Temptations by Sedu 
cers and Per ſecutors of the Truth. ns: 
Tuis Apoſtle had taken ſo much Care of thei 
Souls, during his Abode at Epheſus, and the neigh- 
bouring Places; he had inſtructed them with ſo much 
Accuracy; he had exhorted them with ſo much Vehe- 
mence and paternal Affection; he had warn'd, com. 
forted and incourag'd them, both in Publick and Pri 
vate, with ſo great Tenderneſs, that the Thought of 
his removing ſo far from them made them tremble; 
they fear'd leaſt their Church ſhould fall into Looſeneſ 
of Manners and Diſcipline, and perhaps into Apoſtacy, 
by the Abſence of its Conductor, ſo excellent an A. 
poſtle. For this Reaſon St. Paul comforts and confirms 
them, by ſhewing, that if God vouchſaf d to continue 
to them the Care of his Fatherly Providence, they 
would have nothing to fear; God, ſays he, is able u 
build ye up, and to give ye an Inheritance among all them 
which are ſanctiſy d. ; 14 1 
GOD & able to build ye uy. Obſerve that the Church 
is often compar'd in Scripture to a Houſe,and a Building 
that Believers are calld Living Stones. Hence it: 1s 
ſaid, that the Apoſtles and Miniſters labour'd for theit 
Edification; and hence they are call'd Archie 
85 uilders. 
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Builders. As @ wiſe Maſter-Builder I have laid 1 Cor. iii. 
the Foundation, Bert , builderh thereon: We" 10. 5 
are built. upon the Foundation, that is, upon the Eph. i. 20, 
Voctrine of the Prophets and Apoſtles. „ IN 
the ſame Figure that St. Paul ſays here to the Believers of 
Epheſus, God is able to build ye up. My Cares, this Great 
Apoſtle would ſay, my Inſtructions, my frequent Exhorta- 
tions, accompany'd with my Tears, my Counſels and Prece- 
dents, have, by the Grace of God, ome d in you Faith, 
Repentance, Charity, the Study of ctiftcation, and the 
ire of a bleſſed Immortality. Nou are edify d, the Work 
of your Salvation is begun; but many Things are yet wanting 
to this Spiritual Edification : This Great Work is not done in 
a Moment. A Year, two Years, three Years are not {uffi- 
cient to compleat it. This myſtical Building malt riſe gra- 
dually, and increaſe all the Days of our Life, till it comes 
to Perfection. But God, who has — this Good Work in 
you by bis Grace, having effectually call d you into Commu- 
nion with his Son, and given you to believe in him, the fame * 
God is able to build you up: That is to ſay, to cure you abſo- 
lutely of your remaining Infirmities; to give yon all the 
Vertues that you want, and in the Degree that you ought to 
have them; to improve your Knowledge; to confirm your 
Faith, your Charity, and your Hope, even to the Day of © 
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; Jeſus Chriſt. | 

of GUD is able, not only to ſend you N paves 
cy charitable, vigilant Miniſters, accompliſh'd, faithful Work- 
It men, to labour to your Edification, by the Purity of their 
y, Doctrine, and the danctity of their Life: But more than 
\. that, he can by his Providence defeat all your Spiritual Ene- 


mies, that oppoſe the Advancement and Progrels of this 
Building; he can intercept their Temptations; can ſuppreſs 
the Violence of thoſe Storms of Perſecution, that the Devil 
or the World raiſe up to ſubvert ye: And if he does expoſe 
ye to thoſe ſeveral Trials, can fill ye with internal Strength 
and Reſolution; and inſpire ye with fo great a Contempt of 
the World, and ſo fervent a Love for Heaven, that ye will 

unmovable in the midſt of the moſt terrible Temptations; 
and what's more, the very Things that the Devil has invented 
tor your Deſtruction will, by a Wonder of Providence, con- 
tribute to your Advantage and Salvation. Thoſe Perſecutions 
and Hereſies, whoſe natural Effect it is to deſtroy Souls, will 
do nothing, but ſerye to 9 powerfully in the ar 
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12 2 Ff. PRAD Adien 
Rom. vil. : lege and Love of Truth and Piety; For all Things 
27. r won taget her for Good to them that love God, t 
% Thein win are the Called according to lit Purpoſe. 
God is able to hid qe ups and to give je an Iuheritance among 
.T HIS is the; Great End that God is pleas'd to intend-in' 
the. Preaching of his Goſpel, in the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Miniſtry: Tis to give us his Inheritance; to render 
us eternally, happy. By this Inheritance we: are to under- 
ſtand the Clory, and ęlorious Immortality that God 
has reſervd for his Servants in Paradice. I-ſhall not here 
undertake to xepreſent the Excellence of this heavenly Inhe“ 
ritance. Hd e been tranſported into the Jeruſalem that i 
above, like St. Jol had we been taken up into the third: 
Heaven, with St. Paal we muſt be oblig d to ſay, that we 
heard unſpeakable Words, rhich it is not poſſible for a Man 
to utter; Let us be content to know then, that this celeſtial 
Inheritance hath three Qualities that diſtlngniſn and exalt it 
far above all the Inheritances of the Worlłudu 
Firſt,, IT comprehends an abſolute Deliverance from all 
Evils, and the Enjoyment of all the good Things that can 
make the weg en. our Nature. It is an everl | 
unalterable Reſt, that nothing can diſturb: A * Joy, 
which never ſhall be interrupted by Afflictions, by Diſeaſes, 
© © by Quarrels, by Law-Suits, by Loſſes. 1a the 
Rev. xxi.4. Holy Citythereiſhall be no more Sorrow, nor G, 
+ + | #ehther ſhall there be am Pain; for the former i 
Things ars piſs'd; n noe 01000 07 {1% 
Secondly,” NO Pain are requir'd to cultivate and preſerve 
this Inheritance. Who can recount the Cares, the Trot- 
bles, the Anxieties and; Sollicitudes that attend the Enjoys" 
ment of the Goods of the World, of theſe Inheritances fut 
which Men diſpute with ſo much Fury, which they ſeek 
and purſue ſo hotly, which. they. look upon as their ſupreme 
Happineſs? The greater theſe Inheritances are, the mote 
Pain and Troubles they give the Poſſeſſors; inſoinuch' that 
wile Kings have ſaid, O Crown ! if it were but known % 
heguy: thou art, Men would not ſtoop tor: raiſe thee. frum the 


— — 


to the ELDERS 
A . PUP ene the Face of Jod PRE 8 
admitted to con template the Face M Gd, 
who is the Fulneſs of Joy: Me ſhall be like in, Pſal. xvi. 11. 
for we ſhall. ſee him as he;15- All the Members John iii. 3. 
of that bleſſed Society being endu' d with per- 
fect Charity, the Felicity of one will be an inechauſtible 
Satisfaction to another. In ſhort, that Which inhances the 
Excellency of this Inheritance above all Things, is, that it 
will never be taken from us. O how great is. this: Advah- 
tage! Suppoſe we were actually poſſeſs d of the greateſt In- 
heritance of the World, we could not be aſſur d that we 
ſhall enjoy it for any long Term, a. thouſand and a thon- 
fand Accidents may deprive us of it, and at laſt we muſt 
inevitably part with it by Death. This makes the Wealthy 
and the great Ones ſo unhappy in the midſt of their Abun- 
dance and Delights. But thoſe Phot ehen the Inheritance 
of Heaven, Hal never be troubled with the Fear of loſing 
it. Tis an Inheritance incorruptible, and undefil'd laid up 
in Heaven. A Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken; Rickes 
which the Injuſtice and Violence of Men cannot take from 
us. Tis that eternal Inheritance which God will and can 
give to thoſe that he has adopted in Jeſus Chriſt, by ih 
great Mercy; and if Children then Heirs, . Heirs of God, 
= and joynt Heirs with Chriſt. God is able to build ye up, and 
= to give ve an Inheritance with all them which are ſanctiſy d. 
GOD can give you this Inheritance, becanſe he is 
the Lord of it; tis he that hath -promis'd and !prepar'd it 
before the Foundation of the World, for them that love 
and ſear him. And as Believgts have a formidable Enemy 
that ſtrenuouſly oppoſes their Introduction into, this celeſtial 
Inheritance, I would fay Death, St. Paul in this Place means 
principally, that God is powerful to keep whit: we have in- 
truſted him with to the laſt Day, powerful to redeem our 
Bodies from the Grave, to breath the Breath of Life into 
our Duſt and Aſhes, and of them to raiſe a glorious and im- 
mortal Body, like that of Jeſus Chriſt. el 
BUT what Afurance hive we that God will exert his 
Omnipotence to work all theſe Wonders in our behalf? We 
are, but Duſt and Aſhes, wretched Worms of the Earth, 
Who have a thouſand and a thouſand Times offended his Di- 
vine Majeſty, and render'd ourſelves abſolutely unworthy of 
the heavenly Inheritance. God can, tis true, d5 more than 
we can ask or think; but his Majeſty, and perfect Holineſs, 
do they permit us to believe that he will erer ite hi Porer 
REELS 2 to 
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to vanquiſh all the Obſtacles that oppoſe our Happineſs ? Be- 
hold here then the ſolid Foundations of our Confidtiice 
which ate, firſt of all, the Word, the Promiſe of this Great 
God, which is firmer than the Pillars of Hea- 
Jobn 111. 16. Ven, and the Foundations of the Earth: God 
Verſe 28,29. ſo lov'd the World, that be gave his only begot- 
deen Son, that whoſoever believes in him ſhould 
Nat. xvi. 18. not Periſh, bat have everlaſting. Life. I giue 
John vi. 39. y Life for my Sheep, ſays Jeſus Chriſt, in the 
10h Chapter of St. John, my Father which gave 
them me is greater than all- And none is able to pluck them 
our of my: Father's. Hand. The Gates of Hell, or of the 
Grave, ſhall not prevail againſt my Church. This is my Fa. 
ther's Will which hath ſent me, that of all which he hath given 
25 1 ſhould loſe not hing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at the 
laſt Day. W 3 
Secondiy, THE prevalent Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt 
gives us Reaſon to hope, that God, if we are not wanting 
to ourſelves, will finiſh the good Work that he hath begun 
in us by his Grace, and will put the laſt Hand 
Heb. ix. 12; to the Work of our Salvation. Jeſus Chrift 
44. & vii.25. appears in the Preſence of God By his own 
12 Blood he enter d into the holy Place to intercede 
ur. If God refus'd his Son nothing while he was on 
rth, will he refuſe him any thing now he is exalted far 
above all Heavens, and preſents that precious Blood to him 
that he ſhed-for our Salvatian ? - | | =- 
- > BUT laftly, be it heedfalty obſerv'd, that this heavenly Wl 
Inheritance, of which St. Paul gives us Hope, by Virtue Wl 
of the Promiſes of God, and the Interceſſion of our Savi- 
our, cannot be poſſeſs'd by any but thoſe that are ſanctihj d. 
God is able to build us up, and to give us an Inheritance _ 
all theſe that are ſantt;fy'd ;, that is to ſay, thoſe that G 
| ſeparates from this World, that he has real- 
Rom. viii. 1. 1y converted, who after their Converſion walk 
& xii. 2. not after the Fleſh ;, but after the Spirit, who as 
TEES not conform to the preſent World, but are tranſ- 
form'd by the Renewal of their Minds; who make it a 
in all their Condu&, that they have receiv'd a new Heart, 
by the Grace of Regeneration, a new Spirit, new Affecti- 
ons, new Deſires, new Views, new Hopes; that they pro- 
poſe to themſelves a new End, that they have new — 
very different from thoſe of the World. The Felicity 
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to the ELDERS of EY HISsUS. 15 
Heaven is always call'd the Inheritance 77 "x 
Saints, and all the Scriptures conſtantly 0 5 Heb xi 14. 
to us, without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee Rey. IXI. 25. 
God, and that not hing that is unclean or defil”d d ob; 
ſhall ente Aro the heavenly Jeruſalem. Read the ach a 
ter of St, Matthew attentively, and you, ſhall ſee that the 
Son of God doth not promiſe the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
eternal Life, to any but thoſe that do the Will of Hi * 
mier, to any bat the Humble, the Meek, the Peace-Makers, 
che Merciful, the Pure in Heart, to them that mourn in 
W Senſe of their Sins, that hunger and thirſt after Righteou 
nes, and patiently bear all manner of Indignities for the In- 
W tereſt of Truth; God cannot bely himſelf, and as he is per- 
fſectiy Holy, and fupremely Juſt, he cannot confer his Inhe- 

W 'ritance upon any but his obedient Children, who endeavour 
> to-imitate the Example of their heavenly Father, and ſtudy 
to be H6ly as he is Holy. There is no Communion betwint 

one and Darkneſs, Righteouſneſs and Iniquity, Chriſt and 

I SHALL take Occaſion here, with your kind Patience,  _ 
to ſhew ye in a few Words, that the Aſſiſtance of the Sri. 
rit of God, that we have ſo often ſpoke to you of formerly, ©... 
and which we have ſuppos'd in this Diſcourſe, as an unge- 
ſtionable Truth, that this ſupernatural Aſſiſtance perfettty. - 
accorls with the Duty and Obligation of Man. © When we 
preach the Neceſſity of Grace, the Efficacy of Grace, ma- 
ny are apt to imagine, that they have nothing to do, that 
all the Care of their Salvation reſts upon God, | that this all. 
Wiſe and all-merciful Being will not fail to execute the De- 9 
ſigns of his Love, after what way ſoever they paſs their 
Lives; but this is an Abſurdity, and a wretched Contradi- 
ctioß, they impoſe upon themſelves, they willfully periſh 
that reaſon after this Rate. St. Paul exhorts | 
us in the 24 Epiſtle to the Corinthians, to be Chap. vi. x. 
Workers together with God, that we recerve not | 
the Grace of God in vain, and in that t6 the Philippians, he 
tells us, That we muſt work out our own Sal via- K 
tion with Fear and Trembling, for it is God that Chap. xi. 12, 
worketh in us both to will and to do of his good 13. © 
Pleaſure. The ſame Scripture that teacheth us a 
every where, ay: it 7 God who converts, who Heb. x. 10. 
regenerates, who ſanttifieth us, who creates a 
clean Heart in us, who is able to build us Up, Acts xx. 33. 
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© and to keep us from falling, and to render Ts thy 
Jude V. 24. Hameable in his Sight, and to keep us by 1 

ll Dol. . 22. Power of God; the awe Scriptur&,ſays" to #1, 
8 i Ar. . twp ge unto the Lord, make ye 4 Wew Heart 
1 Exek. xviil. and. a Lem Sp writ, cleanſe your elves T0 4 
full | 32. & x Cor. filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, perfetting . lint; 
1 Lü . # the Fear of God. Keep your ſelves in the 
"_ Jude 20, 21. Leue of God, looking for the Mercy of our Lara 
AQ.xx.28.3: Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal Life. Take heed then. 
© * - fore unto your ſelves, and watch. When God 


i An his great Mercy has prevented us, it ſhould be our Cate 
j do follow his Call without any Balancing, arid 
3 Adds ix. 6. fay to him with St. Paul, Lord, what would 


thou have me to do? When God makes us hear 

1 Sam iii: 9. his Voice, a true Believer 244 immediate, 
iſpeak Lord, for thy Servant fears. God lays 
happy Occaſions of well-doing in our Way, a good Chri- 
Wo ſtian embraces them with Zeal, and lets none. of them 
_ \{_— * God often —_ good Examples before our Eyes, 
i a Man that is conducted by the holy Spirit, does bis Endes- | 
We vour to imitate them. God viſits us with Affliction, it lies 
EE 5 wean us more and more from Earth, and in- 
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[i Heb. iv. 1. ſpire us with ardent Defires for Heaven. Le 
| | 1 Cor. x. 12. % fear leaft a Promiſe being left us of entering 


i into his Reſt, any of us 1 to cone 
if | ſhort of it Let him that ſtands take heed leaſt he fall. Laſt- 
1 1y, for I ſhould be too Prolix, if I ſhould run thro” all the 
3 | Afitance that God affords to finiſh our Sanctification. 

1 Taſily, God ſollicites us within to Vertue: He inſpires good 

Wl Thoughts and pious Purpoſes into us; we ought to comply 

1 with his ſecret Impulſions and good Influences without R . 

5 luctance. All thoſe that reſiſt the holy Spirit, that extin- 

1 guiſh his Light, that grieve him by their ill Actions, have 
1 no Part in the Promiſes of the Goſpel: They renounce the 
1 Protection of God, and the Hope of the e Inheti- 
1 tance; God is able then, to do what? To condemn, to 
5 gdleſtroy, to conſign them to Perdition. To him 
5 Mat. xili. that has, ſays Jeſus Chriſt; that is, to him thit 
"i „ improves by the firſt Favours that he has en 
1 more ſhall be given; but from him that has ttt, 


fhali be taten away even that which he hath. St. Paul alas 
looks.upon them as true Believers 1 that apply 7 fe 
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70 he —FEDERS "of Ense 3 7 
ſncerely to their Duty, and make their . — * 
=] Affair: To all ſuch he makes theſe 74 „ 
omiſes; Apps 1 fared: who 2 not 7 4 ws en 
to be tempte 1 
16 D who ſhall ftab 22 and Aw rol 3, Ke. 
Evil. He ou [upper are ro the x Doy of the Lord 2 Tims. iy. 
1 
give ye an Inheritance hong 7 them which are Phil _ 2. 
anttify d. 
AT God then has 90 inſeparab joyn'd tops. 
0 not put aſunder; the Grace of the Spirit, and the 
. Let us give Diligence to make 
— w/e Bo ind! Election ſure, by all Kinds of 2 ret! 110. 
Good Works, that we ma be” able to apply the 
as Promiſes of the Goſpel juſtly to our wget Let us be EY 
= God requires. We deſire that * you d, 
ew the ſame Dilieencez to the fu Aer 4 Hebyi. IT. 
Hope to the End. ſerene 915 nt nf nr Scribd ; 
to gain the full Aſſurance of Hope. refore the 8. E 
5 — Diligence, add to your Faith Ver. 
tue, and to Vertue Knowledge, ac to. Knowledge 2 pet. i. 5, 
Temperance, and to Temperance Patience, and to 6, 7. I1. 
Patience 'Godlineſs , to Godlineſs Brotherly 
Kindneſs, and to Bratherly Kinaneſs Charity: Fir fo an Er- 
trance ſhall he miniſtred unto ye abundantly into the everlaſting 
Kingdom of our Lord and 9 Jeſus Chriſt. 
= AFT R all which, I conjure ye to remember, that 
without the continual Aſfiſtance of the Grace of God, bo , 
muſt miſcaryy. Implore, therefore; this divine A | 
without - ceaſing, As md it ſhall be given ye * 
ſeek, and ye ſhall fend. F yon that are evil- "HY DIA xi. 
how to give good Gifts to yon Children,” how much 9, 10, 13. 
more will your Heavenly Father give [oe Spirit 8 : 
them that- * him. | | 
BUT we muſt” ask this Spirit-with Feryor, with'Vehe: | 
mence: And in this we fail almoſt all of us. 
When we are in Poverty: When we are under y Preſ- 
ſure or Afffiction: In a Word, when any Temporal Intereſt 
Q in a0 party; we exclaim, we weep, we lament, we give 
dees no Reſt till we have obtain'd what we want. 


But as to our Spiritual Indigence; as to the Concern of Sal- 
ans} we are lukewarm, careleſs, inſenſible ; we are foon - 
repuls'd; we do not think of what we ask. And are, we” 

then to wonder, if — leaves us to out ſelves, and takes 
his holy Spirit from LET 
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